Editorial

Redefining our menu: Communications and Reviews

Edward N. Pugh Jr., Editor
The Journal of General Physiology

Our instructions to authors begin with a statement of
the Journal’s scope: “The Journal of General Physiology
strives to publish original work of the highest quality
that elucidates basic biological, chemical, or physical
mechanisms of broad physiological significance”
(http://jgp.rupress.org/site/misc/ifora.xhtml).

In its effort to achieve its goal, the JGP currently pub-
lishes five types of articles initiated by authors: Regular
Articles, Tutorial Research Articles, Communications,
Journal Club Articles, and Letters to the Editor. In addi-
tion, the JGP publishes several other article types, usu-
ally initiated by the editors: Commentaries, Perspectives,
Editorials, Reviews, and Milestones in Physiology. For
the interested prospective author, we suggest for your con-
sideration the following samples. Regular Articles (e.g.,
Wang et al., 2011) are of course the staple of our
monthly menu. Commentaries (e.g., Garrity, 2011) spice
up the regular diet, providing a tasty first course for the
“meat and potatoes” of the corresponding research
article. Tutorial Research Articles (e.g., Moss et al., 2009;
Thiagarajah et al., 2010) may be seen as a “special,” offer-
ing fresh methodological insight while addressing a basic
problem in physiology. Perspectives (Andersen, 2011)
collect the insight and current opinion of several expert
authors on a topic of broad significance, a buffet of
viewpoints on a particular topic. The canon of article
types and their specifications are always evolving. For
example, we recently introduced the Journal Club Article
(DiCiccio and Steinberg, 2011; Mujica and Gonzalez,
2011) geared especially for scientists in training.

This editorial announces two additional changes. The
first is in the length and character of the Communica-
tions. We can best illustrate the change by referring the
reader to the Communication by O’Connell et al. in this
issue. This investigation addresses a critical issue affect-
ing many electrophysiologists who use Xenopus laevis
oocytes for ion channel research: common infection by
multi-drug-resistant bacteria. Such infections detract
from investigations, decreasing the number of success-
ful whole cell recordings and introducing variability
in apparently successful ones. O’Connell et al. (2011)
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examine the effectiveness of 25 different antibiotics in
treating the infections and establish an antibiotic cock-
tail protocol that maximizes oocyte quality. To accom-
modate this valuable article, we have eliminated the
length restriction of all Communications going forward,
and clarified that they need only address a problem of
broad significance to physiology. We heartily encourage
others to contact us about possible Communications.

A second change hereby announced is in the length of
Reviews. Formerly, the /GPonly published “Brief Reviews.”
To accommodate a tasty menu of topics of current inter-
est, we are now extending the length of the Review article
to 20 journal pages. A number of Reviews are underway
and will be appearing in the /GP in the months ahead.
We invite our readership to write to us with suggestions
for new entrees on the /GP menu.

REFERENCES

Andersen, O.S. 2011. Perspectives on: ion selectivity. /. Gen. Physiol.
137:393-395. doi:10.1085/jgp.201110651

DiCiccio, J.E., and B.E. Steinberg. 2011. Lysosomal pH and analy-
sis of the counter ion pathways that support acidification. J. Gen.
Physiol. 137:385-390. doi:10.1085/jgp.201110596

Garrity, P.A. 2011. Weakly acidic, but strongly irritating: TRPA1 and
the activation of nociceptors by cytoplasmic acidification. J. Gen.
Physiol. 137:489-491. doi:10.1085/jgp.201110657

Moss, EJ., P1. Imoukhuede, K. Scott, J. Hu, ].L. Jankowsky, M.W. Quick,
and H.A. Lester. 2009. GABA transporter function, oligomerization
state, and anchoring: correlates with subcellularly resolved FRET.
J- Gen. Physiol. 134:489-521. doi:10.1085/jgp.200910314

Mujica, P.E., and F.G. Gonzdlez. 2011. Interaction between IP; re-
ceptors and BK channels in arterial smooth muscle: non-canonical
IP; signaling at work. J. Gen. Physiol. 137:473-477. doi:10.1085/
jgp-201110607

O’Connell, D., K. Mruk, J.M. Rocheleau, and W.R. Kobertz. 2011.
Xenopus laevis oocytes infected with multi-drug-resistant bac-
teria: implications for electrical recordings. J. Gen. Physiol. 138:
271-277.

Thiagarajah,].R.,Y.Song, N. Derichs,and A.S. Verkman. 2010. Airway
surface liquid depth imaged by surface laser reflectance micros-
copy. J. Gen. Physiol. 136:353-362. doi:10.1085/jgp.201010490

Wang,Y.Y.,R.B. Chang, S.D. Allgood, W.L. Silver, and E.R. Liman. 2011.
ATRPAl-dependent mechanism for the pungent sensation of weak
acids. J. Gen. Physiol. 137:493-505. doi:10.1085/jgp.201110615

© 2011 Pugh  This article is distributed under the terms of an Attribution-Noncommercial—
Share Alike-No Mirror Sites license for the first six months after the publication date
(see http://www.rupress.org/terms). After six months it is available under a Creative Commons
License (Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 Unported license, as described at
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/).

131

520z Jequeoa( g0 uo 3senb Aq pd 88901 | L0z dbl/s8.1161/LEL/2/8¢E L/spd-ajoie/dbl/Bio sseidny//:dny wouy papeojumoq


http://jgp.rupress.org/cgi/content/full/jgp.201110661
dx.doi.org/10.1085/jgp.201110651
dx.doi.org/10.1085/jgp.201110596
dx.doi.org/10.1085/jgp.201110657
dx.doi.org/10.1085/jgp.200910314
dx.doi.org/10.1085/jgp.201110607
dx.doi.org/10.1085/jgp.201110607
dx.doi.org/10.1085/jgp.201010490
dx.doi.org/10.1085/jgp.201110615



