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We are pleased to introduce our newest members of the JCB 
editorial board. We are grateful to these and all of our board 

members for their contributions to JCB and service to the 
cell biology community.

New editorial board members
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Dominique Bergmann
Cell fate, stem cell behavior, and cell polarity in plants 
Dominique Bergmann is a professor in the biology department at Stanford University, an investigator of the Howard Hughes Med-
ical Institute, and an adjunct staff member of the Carnegie Institution, Department of Plant Biology. She has been fascinated by 
cell and developmental asymmetries since her PhD on early axis formation in C. elegans (Colorado University, Boulder, CO,with 
William B. Wood). As a postdoctoral researcher with Chris Somerville at the Carnegie Institution, she developed the Arabidopsis 
stomatal lineage (stomata are epidermal structures that regulate carbon dioxide and water exchange) into a model to understand 
how cells are specified to initiate asymmetric divisions, how asymmetric divisions are carried out in walled plant cells, and how 
the number and orientations of asymmetric divisions are dictated by the interplay of cell type–specific transcription factors, local 
peptide signaling, and global mechanical and environmental cues.  Photo Courtesy of Ted Raab.

Magdalena Bezanilla
Actin cytoskeleton and plant cell growth 
Magdalena Bezanilla is a professor of biology at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. She completed a BS degree in phys-
ics at the University of California, Santa Barbara, and a PhD at Johns Hopkins University where she worked with Tom Pollard 
to characterize the role of myosin II in cytokinesis in fission yeast. She transitioned to plant cell biology as a postdoctoral fellow 
working with Ralph Quatrano at Washington University. Dr. Bezanilla has pioneered the use of the moss Physcomitrella patens as 
a model system to interrogate how proteins within the cell direct and regulate extracellular matrix deposition, ultimately affecting 
cell growth and morphogenesis. She has particularly focused on the regulation of the filamentous actin cytoskeletal network. The 
Bezanilla laboratory has developed such tools as RNA interference, quantitative complementation analyses, and rapid quantitative 
growth assays for use in P. patens to characterize cell growth and development. Recent work has led to the development of a 
working model for tip growth and cell division.  Photo courtesy of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

Karlene Cimprich
Genome stability, DNA damage, and DNA replication 
Karlene Cimprich is a professor in the Department of Chemical and Systems Biology at the Stanford University School of Medi-
cine. Dr. Cimprich received her PhD in chemistry from Harvard University and remained there for postdoctoral work with Stuart 
Schreiber. Her lab focuses on understanding the mechanisms by which a cell maintains genome stability, particularly in the context 
of DNA damage and DNA replication. She identified the ATR checkpoint kinase as a postdoctoral fellow and much of her lab’s 
work focused on elucidating how its activation is linked to DNA replication. Her lab has also been instrumental in showing that 
the disruption of RNA processing is a prominent source of DNA damage in cells and determining the mechanism by which tran-
scription-associated RNA–DNA hybrids and R-loops contribute to this damage. Dr. Cimprich is a AAAS fellow and a recipient of 
the Kimmel Scholar Award, Burroughs Wellcome New Investigator Award, and the Ellison Senior Scholar Award.  Photo courtesy 

of Karlene Cimprich.

Judith Frydman
Molecular chaperones, protein folding, and degradation 
Judith Frydman is Professor of Biology and Genetics at Stanford University School of Medicine. She is a member of Bio-X, 
the Stanford Cancer Institute, and the Stanford Neurosciences Institute, as well as a Faculty Fellow of Stanford ChEM-H. The 
Frydman lab uses multidisciplinary approaches to address fundamental questions about molecular chaperones, protein fold-
ing, and degradation, uncovering both basic mechanistic principles as well as identifying links to diseases such as cancer and 
neurodegeneration.

Yukiko Goda
Synaptic organization and plasticity 
Yukiko Goda is a senior scientist at RIK​EN Brain Science Institute. Research efforts in her group are directed towards delineating 
the mechanisms underlying the organization and plasticity of synapses and how the local synaptic interactions shape the proper-
ties of neural circuits in the mammalian brain. She received her PhD in biochemistry from Stanford University where she worked 
with Suzanne Pfeffer. After postdoctoral training in the laboratory of Chuck Stevens at the Salk Institute, she joined the faculty of 
the Division of Biology, University of California, San Diego, in 1997. She moved her group to the UK in 2002 as a senior group 
leader in the Medical Research Council Laboratory for Molecular Cell Biology at University College London, and then relocated to 
RIK​EN Brain Science Institute in 2011 to take up her current position as a senior team leader and set up the Laboratory for Synaptic 
Plasticity and Connectivity.  Photo courtesy of RIK​EN Brain Science Institute.
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